Friendship 


We are so grate- 
«. ful to Almighty 
God for touching 
us by His Holy 
Spirit to start to 
have a new 10- 
year plan in the 
diocese. 


This plan affects not just the diocese as a 
whole, but each parish, mission church 
and mission station. We realize just how 
important it is that each church grows 
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through outreach. In our society in Tai- 
wan people treasure such things as 
wealth, property, savings, and rely on 
fortune tellers and astrologers to help 
them make decisions. But we can see 
from the TV, newspapers and magazines 
that more and more people are de- 
pressed, and there are more and more 
tragedies in families with increasing 
numbers of suicides. We realize that 
what people really need is peace and joy 
in their lives. 


Sun Moon Lake: Church Pension Fund Workshop and retreat 


As Christians we cannot be satisfied with 
earthly wealth, but we need to devote our- 
selves to prayer and to be apostles and 
evangelists to share the Good News with 
others. May each of us be willing to devote 
ourselves as part-time or full-time servants 
of the Lord. The whole church should have 
the same mind through worship, prayer, Bi- 
ble study and mission training, to be good 
ambassadors of the Gospel and to proclaim 
the Good News. May we use every oppor- 
tunity to show love in action to our family 
members, neighbors, colleagues and all 
those we meet. We pray that our neighbors 
will be able to find out for themselves that 
even though we all live in the same world 
and in the same society, those who follow 
Christ are full of peace and joy, and we 
really love each other. 


This year our mission goal is ‘worship with 
all our heart’. Our worship has been deep- 
ened by the recent publication of the new 
translation of the Book of Common Prayer 
into Chinese suitable for use in Taiwan. 
This has deepened our Sunday worship, and 
also our times of prayer and devotion alone 


or with our families at home. 


I expect all our churches to develop their 
own strategy for mission to achieve this 
mission goal. For each church it will be a 
different strategy and I hope that they arrive 
at their decisions through prayer and discus- 
sion as a church. Each church must arrive 
at their own decision, as each community 
within Taiwan is different, and our churches 
know what is the best way and most effec- 
tive way to reach out to those around them. 


This was something we also discussed at 
our clergy Spring Retreat recently (see 
photo above). I told our clergy that our vi- 
sion of becoming 2 dioceses may or may 
not be achieved in 10 years, but whatever 
happens, we should continue to reach out 
and share the Gospel. Preaching the Gospel 
in Taiwan is not easy and we often face 
many obstacles and barriers to our faith, but 
Wwe must not give up. Each of our churches 
must be active in sharing the Gospel with 
those in the local community. 


For example, for Advent Church, they have 


launched an ambitious project to raise the 
money to build a church center adjacent to . 
the church. We really do need more space 
there for outreach into the community and 
for ministry among the university staff and 
students. 


In the diocese at present we have 5 semi- 
narians, but we need more. There are so 
many outreach opportunities! We welcome 
anyone moved by the Holy Spirit to offer 
for part-time or full-time service. 


Just as our churches can learn from each 
other, so our diocese can learn from cooper- 
ating with other dioceses. We can learn 
much from each other and encourage each 
other. Over the next few months we have a 
team of 10 high-school students and 3 
teachers coming from Macau for a mission 
outreach. We also have a group of young 


people coming from the Diocese of West 
Malaysia, a return visit after our mission 
trip there last summer. Then a group of 32 
people of all ages are coming from All 
Saints Church, Kowloon, Hong Kong to 
understand something of our outreach and 
mission. 


We have a longstanding relationship with 
the Province of Hong Kong and we are so 
grateful to Ming-Hua Seminary for the 
training opportunities for our clergy. We 
also have close diocesan links with Osaka 
and New Westminster, and links with CMS 
and with the Philippines. 


Please do continue to pray for us in the Dio- 
cese of Taiwan. And may Almighty God 
inspire and guide us as we seek to bring our 
mission vision into reality! 


The annual Diocesan Convention, held at St. John’s University and Advent Church, 
March 5-6, 2010 


Memorial Service for Honoring our Ancestors 
Chinese New Year 2010 Advent Church 


Rev. Peter Chen [7% ii 44 6 


On the Sunday before Chinese New Year each year, the Diocese of Taiwan holds a special 
liturgy in memory of our ancestors. This is part of the main Sunday service. This year, Rev 
Peter Chen preached the following sermon at Advent Church, and the photos were taken on 
that day at the service. The article has been translated by Amy Wang at St. James’ Church. 


Today in our ser- 
vice, we have been 
praying for our an- 
cestors in order to 
express our loving 
memory of them. 


In ancient times, —! 
people were puzzled. 
by the phenomenon 
of life and death. 
Over time they 
gradually developed 
some concepts about God and the devil, due 
to their fear of the spirits of their ancestors. 
These ideas persist until today. 


We Chinese have been worshipping our an- 
cestors for thousands of years. Ancestor 
worship has become an indispensable way 
of life, but for the Christian church to con- 
tinue to dismiss this custom as just supersti- 
tion is to avoid the issue. We must try to 
understand the history and background, and 
churches should no longer try to avoid deal- 
ing with it. Life and death are important 
matters in the church, so we must face the 
problem and try to find a way to solve this. 


In Chinese tradition, we emphasize the 
value of honoring our parents, and we also 
engage in many ancestor worship traditions. 
In the Shang Dynasty(74J 1600 BC — 
1046 BC), Chinese were already treating 
our late ancestors as spirits or gods. Some 
even believed that our ancestors were the 
same as God, monitoring our behavior in 
the heavenly realm. In the Shang Dynasty, 
paying respects to our ancestors involved 


something more 
akin to bribing the 
spirits instead of 
honoring them. 
During the Zhou 


Dynasty(/i #8 1046 
BC — 221 BC), this 
idea about remem- 
bering the family 
ancestors as ghosts 
or spirits gradually 
became a separate 
custom from wor- 
shipping gods. People of the Zhou Dynasty 
deeply believed that spirits never perish. 
They believed that unseen spirits have the 
power to bring either disaster or blessing to 
the family. 


During the time of Confucius (551 BC-479 
BC) the honoring of parents started to de- 
velop into the ethical value of filial piety, 
and became the first and most important 
virtue of all Chinese culture. During this 
era, Chinese society established its own 
foundation of ethical beliefs. Confucianism 
is the foundation of Chinese culture and the 
root of the Chinese tradition of expressing 
honor to parents. Confucius wrote: “All 
creation comes from heaven; human beings 
come from their ancestors”. When we re- 
member our ancestors, it means we are 
showing our honor and thanksgiving to 
them. 


From a Christian viewpoint, our ancestors 
are to be respected ~ but they are just hu- 
man beings, not gods. So every year, here 
in the Taiwan Episcopal Church, we hold a 


memorial service 
to pay respects to 
our ancestors 
within the context 
of the Holy Eucha- 
rist, while we wor- 
ship God and re- 
vere Him. 


In the Han Dy- 


nasty (7254 206 
BC — 220 AD), the 
value of filial piety 
became overem- 
phasized and became tied up in the political 
system, driving society to an extreme. For 
instance, there was a political strategy 
which recommended the appointments of 
men who were well-known for their filial 
piety. The head of the household was re- 
spected with ultimate authority. These tra- 
ditions were sometimes enforced by law; 
for example, those who neglected ancestor 
worship could be subject to corporal pun- 
ishment. Such extremes triggered many 
tragedies and lies. 


Unfortunately, when Christianity was 
brought to China, the early missionaries 
from the west did not understand the sub- 
stance of Chinese culture. They found it 
very difficult to understand this cultural 
value called filial piety. Observing the Chi- 
nese superstitious way of remembering our 
ancestors, western missionaries began to 
oppose Chinese Christians getting involved 
in this kind of practice. Ancestor worship 
was considered the same as idol worship. 
This strong rejection of remembering the 
ancestors caused Chinese people to reject 
Christianity. For a Chinese person not to 
participate in the ceremony of ancestor wor- 
ship was seen as an act of rebellion against 
our culture. Thus, Christians have been ac- 
cused by the Chinese as people who 
“abandon their ancestors and parents”. 
Christianity was regarded as a strange cult 
in China. 


Unfortunately 
Chinese Chris- 
tians have not 
assumed the re- 
sponsibility of 
educating society 
and clarifying 
that Christianity 
has never taught 
people to aban- 
don their parents 
or ignore their 
family responsi- 
bilities. In fact in 
the Ten Com- 
mandments, it is very clear that God com- 
manded His people to honor their parents. 
Our churches should be responsible in lead- 
ing society and correcting this misunder- 
standing. Instead, the church is seen as 
something negative in the eyes of many un- 
believers. 


On July 20, 1992, the Diocese of Taiwan 


Trinity Hall (Aili = — fH E2171.) held a 
Conference to discuss the introduction of an 
annual “Memorial Service for Ancestors” to 
be held in our churches. The purpose of 
this conference was to gather all opinions 
from the churches, so that 

1. Chinese can still preserve the core value 
of our culture 

2. Churches could implement appropriate 
liturgy and ritual, and teach Christians 

3. Churches could minimize the confusion 
within the Chinese Christian community 


The results of this conference can be sum- 
marized as follows: 

1. The aspect of culture 

A. “Honoring our ancestors” is the main 
virtue of Chinese culture, and involves re- 
spect for both heaven and ancestors. It has 
been developed into a systematic ethics 
called “filial piety” and “etiquette”. 

B. The very important quality of Confucian- 
ism is its emphasis on education. Using the 
ethics of filial piety as a core, Confucianism 
also enforces rites and ceremonies in order 


to regulate all social norms and behaviors. 
C. Confucianism values filial piety, both 
when parents are alive and also after they 
die. 


2. The aspect of rites and ceremonies: 

A. The crucial issue is about whether such a 
Memorial service will mislead people. 

B. Based on Christian teachings, we could 
create a Memorial 
service liturgy in 
order to fulfill the 
needs of our Chi- 
nese believers. 
Eventually this 
could enhance our 
outreach work. 

C. Holding a Me- 
morial service to 
remember our an- 
cestors is a Won- 
derful Chinese tra- 
dition. It is also a 
way of a 
‘inculturalization’. To ‘mix’ into local Chi- 
nese culture is helpful for Chinese in identi- 
fying with Christianity, as long as it main- 
tains the Christian truth. 


3. My summary, according to the discussion 
above: 

A. In the prayers of our church, we believ- 
ers pray for people who have already passed 


away. In The Apostles’ Creed ((#E (RS) 


and Nicene Creed (JE kc {A#), we also 
have a confession of our faith; yet in our 
prayers, we are still unable to fully express 
our genuine care for the dead. 

B. Our Diocese should have a communal, 
symbolic expression on this matter. 

C. We could set up some principles, provid- 
ing practical steps in helping our believers 
to participate in this ceremony. For non- 
Christian families, we could provide them 
with some practical and clear explanation. 
D. Chinese churches must distinguish be- 
tween “worshipping God” and 
“remembering our ancestors” as two differ- 
ent concepts, and clearly teach God’s peo- 


ple. 


In 1995, the Diocese of Taiwan produced a 
trial liturgy for ‘The Christian Memorial 
Service for our Ancestors’. The contents of 
this trial liturgy were helpful in separating 
the practice of “worshipping God” from 
“remembering our ancestors”. Recently, the 
Diocese of Taiwan has finished the transla- 
tion of the Book 
of Common 
Prayer. In this 
process of testing 
and polishing, 
our churches 
have worked on 
this new edition 
of the Liturgy for 
the Memorial 
Service for our 


Ancestors (4H 
ili 3). 


For Christianity 
to take root in the soil of Chinese culture, 
the church must integrate into the fine in- 
gredients of local culture and life style. In 
the early years when Christianity was 
brought to China, there was so much misun- 
derstanding between western missionaries 
and traditional Chinese that Christianity 
was not able to develop roots in this culture. 
Most Chinese people only approach this 
religion in terms of its philosophical side. 


We must broaden our understanding of this 
issue and this problem. Pastors and priests 
should try our best to help Chinese churches 
to change our perspectives on this aspect of 
Christianity. We are not supposed to be 
hindered by some extreme opinions regard- 
ing this issue. 


The Diocese of Taiwan has been working 
on clarifying our attitude towards “honoring 
our parents and ancestors”. We will en- 
courage all our church members to dig 
deeper into our own culture and Christian- 
ity. 


THANKS BE TO ALMIGHTY GOD! 


A celebration of our 12-year partnership with the Diocese of Central Philippines: 
February 2-4, 2010. By Catherine Lee 


It was still very dark and quite cold when 
we all met at 5:15 am outside the 7-11 store 
in Taipei City ready for our visit to the Dio- 
cese of Central Philippines. As is now leg- 
endary, this link had started many years ago 
through a letter written by the then Bishop 
of Central Philippines, Manuel Lumpias to 
the then Bishop of Taiwan, John Chien. In 
the letter, Bishop Lumpias had described 
how Christians in his diocese were worship- 
ing under mango trees as they had no 
church buildings of their own. It was that 
seed that sparked the then Rector of St. 
James’ Episcopal Church, Taichung, the 
Rev. Charles C. T. Chen into action, and 
started him on a fund-raising adventure that 
would blossom way beyond anything he 
ever imagined! Now here we were 12 years 
later, on our way to the Philippines for a 
Thanksgiving Service to celebrate the con- 
struction of a total of 10 churches (actually 
11 if we count the #9 church which became 
2 smaller wooden churches instead of one 
big one). This was to be our final visit of 
St. James’ Church to the Philippines, but 
what was extra special this time 
was that this was the first time ever 
that the Bishop of Taiwan, David 
Lai and his wife Lily were coming : 
with us. So we were a group Of 5S: | ggg 
Bishop Lai and Lily, Rev. Charles 
Chen and MaryJo, and me, Cath- 
erine Lee, officially the Liaison Of- 
ficer. ‘ 


A 2-hour flight and 3 breakfasts 
later (one on the way to the airport, 
one in the airport and one on the 
plane!) we arrived ready for a busy 
day. Bishop Dixie Taclobao, 
Bishop of Central Philippines, had 
organized everything so well, all in 
great detail, and we were so 
warmly welcomed by everyone that 


it was a very moving and exciting experi- 
ence. We spent most of that first day at Qu- 
ezon City, Manila, home of so many Epis- 
copal and diocesan institutions, so many 
clergy and bishops. Such a holy place, 
there were pink or black clerical shirts and 
white clergy collars everywhere! We were 
invited to lunch at the Trinity University of 
Asia with President Josefina Sumaya, fol- 
lowed by a tour of their campus, most fa- 
mous for its Nurses Training School (#1 in 
the whole country for the last 4 consecutive 
years) and Dept of Hotel Management. 
Then we were off to see Prime Bishop Ed- 
ward Malecdan and the Provincial office, 
St. Andrew’s Seminary and new dean Rev. 
Dr. Patrick Tanhuanco (see photo), St. 
Luke’s Hospital, and finally to the Diocese 
of the Central Philippines itself. 


Then began the real reunions! We were 
thrilled to meet again some very lovely peo- 
ple who have been so special to us all over 
the years. After all, this was our fifth visit, 
although no one person from St. James’ has 


At St. Andrew’s Seminary, Dean Patrick Tanhuanco 
center, Bishop Lai left, Bishop Dixie right 


Welcome dinner with all the VIPs! 


been on all five visits. We were delighted 
to meet Miss Agnes Hara, a retired Japanese 
missionary and great friend of retired 
Bishop Botengan and his family, who has 
lived in Manila for many years. It was she 
who had spent much of her life savings to 
buy the building lot in San José, and us who 
had raised the money to build the church 
there, St. Mark’s. Then there was Marc 
Bawayan, the young architect who gives his 
time voluntarily to help the diocese and has 
been responsible for building all of ‘our’ 
churches in the last few years. The charm- 
ing vivacious accountant, Lynn Baguiwet 
and the other diocesan staff are all our good 
friends. It was wonderful that most of our 
10 churches either sent representatives to 
meet us at the welcome dinner (see photo 
above), or attended the Thanksgiving Ser- 
vice the following day. We met Teresita 
Loyola who had traveled for hours from 
Christ the Lord Church in Batangas, and 
Marvin Domoguen, the young seminarian 
based at Holy Innocents, another of our 
churches, far off in the mountains. We met 
so many of the clergy of our churches, as 
well as the Prime Bishop again and many 
friends, including Juliet, Bishop Dixie’s 
wife, who is also a priest and lecturer in 
Trinity University. She accompanied us, 
together with Bishop Dixie, for most of our 
visit. Ms. Benny Mendoza, in charge of 
Christian Education in the diocese, had 


done much of the planning and organized 
the welcome party. Singing and sharing, 
presentation of gifts and of course food and 
more food! What a welcome! And most 
thrilling of all, we finally got to meet some- 
one who none of us from St. James’ had 
ever met before, Bishop Lumpias himself, 
who came to the welcome party. What a 
great honor for us to meet the very man 
whose letter had sparked this whole project! 


The next morning we staggered downstairs 
at 5:00 am to meet a cheerful and excited 
Bishop Dixie and his wife, together with 
Benny, all ready to leave for the province of 
Nueva Ecija. We knew the journey would 
take 4-5 hours and the Thanksgiving Ser- 
vice had been set to start at 10:30am. But 
of course nothing could start until we ar- 
rived, so no worries! Two other vehicles 
had also driven up from the diocesan office 
and we met at a roadside café for breakfast. 
The first half of the journey was by express- 
way / motorway, the second half on roads 
that wound on and up through small town 
after small town. By 10:30am we had ar- 
rived at St. Mark’s Church in San José 
where a large banner (see photo top right) 
welcomed us, and a group of smiling church 
members. They piled into another truck and 
off we went for the 35-minute drive across 
the countryside on gravel and stony roads to 
Holy Carpenter Church in Villa Labrador, 


Welcome at St Mark’s Church, San Jose 
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where we were to have our Thanksgiving 
Service, the highlight of our visit! Holy 
Carpenter Church is church # 8 and only 
consecrated in February 2009, and this was 
the first time any of our group had visited it. 
The nearby village is rightly named: 
‘Paradise’! Nestled in the foothills leading 
up to the big mountains, it is a stunning 
church building. When it was consecrated 
it was bright blue, but it is now a beautiful 
green color, the same color as Grace 
Church, Palawan, (church # 10 which was 
consecrated just before Christmas 2009). In 
the front of Holy Carpenter Church a tar- 
paulin had been stretched over a wooden 
structure to give us shelter. There were 
people everywhere! We have built 5 
churches in the Nueva Ecija Deanery 
and all 5 had sent groups of people to 
join us. We had been told to expect 
about 100 people in total, but the la- 
dies at the back doing the cooking 
told me they were preparing enough 
food for 200, and certainly all the 
food was eaten! They had come on 
specially hired buses, motorcycle tax- 
ies, in cars and trucks. As we drove 
up, the drums started up, and every- 
one broke into song and danced, the 
men in the center, dancing around ina 
circle banging metal wheel hubs, 
while the ladies, many in traditional 
Igorot costumes (see photo right), 
danced around the outside. 


Inside the church was beautifully decorated 
with flowers everywhere. By 11:30am the 
service was ready to start, only an hour late! 
All the deanery clergy had come along and 
plenty of clergy from Manila, including 
Rev. James Boliget, who had first started 
the outreach in Villa Labrador, and is now 
Dean of the National Cathedral. We had 
singing and prayers, sharing from Rev. 
Charles C. T. Chen on the partnership and 
how this link started, followed by a short 
and lively sermon from Bishop David Lai 
on the theme of Thanksgiving. It was very 
moving to listen to Rev. Charles Chen shar- 
ing from his heart his testimony of this part- 
nership, which was then summarized by one 
of the clergy in the local language. The 
Holy Communion was so vibrant, joyful 
and moving. After the service, we began to 
eat. And eat! Rice, meat, fish, goat soup, 
bananas and so much more, with sweet 
sticky rice cakes to finish! 


Meanwhile outside the entertainment was 
beginning. Singing and dancing from every 
group, and presentation of gifts. Wow, we 
received so many gifts! There were gifts 
for St. James’ Church and for the Diocese 
of Taiwan, as well as individual gifts for 
each of us, there were framed pictures 
showing photos of all our churches, a huge 


The Igorot ladies welcome us! 


Church of the Holy Carpenter, Villa Labrador 


woven wall-hanging showing mango trees 
(mango trees, after all, have special signifi- 
cance in this partnership!), certificates of 
appreciation, local handicrafts, Igorot 
cloths, tablecloths, and even a basket full of 
bananas. The evening before, Bishop Dixie 
had presented St. James’ with a huge lo- 
cally-made wooden carving depicting the 
theme of cooperation, and Bishop Lai had 
received a wooden carving of the Lord’s 
Supper. We were overwhelmed with every- 
one’s generosity! THANK YOU! More 
dancing and singing followed, and we duly 
joined in - to everyone’s delight, and we 
also tried the local rice wine which also 
thrilled everyone! By 3:00pm we were 
ready to hit the road, as did a great convoy 
that came along with us. As we left, the 
local church members were still dancing 
and singing and banging those wheel hubs! 


But we were not going straight home yet, 

no way! Just as we were settling down for a 
nap in the back of the minibus, we arrived 
at St. Andrew’s Church; a place which 


10 


Bishop Dixie hopes will become a Deanery 
center in the future. There they had pre- 
pared more sticky rice wrapped up in ba- 
nana leaves and rice cakes, along with cof- 
fee. That, we thought, must surely be us 
finished for the day, but it was not to be! A 
local priest had invited us to visit his new 
home, and so off we went, another 30 min- 
utes down the road. Alex Paatan is a Fili- 
pino priest but he and his wife Florence 
have ministered for 26 years in Singapore 
and recently returned to the Philippines, 
where their doctor son and daughter-in-law 
had built them a magnificent house; all 
open plan with huge chunky traditional 
wooden furniture. It was incredible! And 
after being in the bush all day with no run- 
ning water, it was so nice to enjoy all the 
home comforts! But not for long — we were 
off again for the long drive back. And so 
back to Manila by 8:30pm, exhausted but 
exhilarated after a long and wonderful day! 


The next morning we checked out by 
8:30am, and amazingly there in the hotel 


foyer was the Rev. William Thanksgiving Service at Holy Carpenter Church: 
Vun, who founded the The Offering 

Glory Christian Centre in 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Ma- 
laysia, and is a cousin of the 
Bishop of Sabah, Albert 
Vun. Many many years 
ago, William had spent a 
year at St. James’, 
Taichung, learning Chinese, 
and now he was leading a 
conference in the Philip- 
pines. For Charles it was 
such a thrill to meet an old 
friend, and so unexpected! 
God certainly works in 
amazing ways! 


And so off we went to St. 
Stephen’s School in China 
Town, part of the diocese. The school has 


over 2000 students from the Chinese com- Time passed all too quickly and soon we 
munity, from kindergarten to high school, found ourselves on the way to the airport 
and is bilingual, English and Chinese. and saying our farewells to Bishop Dixie 
What a welcome! The new principal Judy and Juliet. What a wonderful 3 days it had 
Tan shared with us about the school, and we been! What an amazing and glorious way 
were most moved by her burden for evan- to bring completion to our 12-year project, 
gelism in the school among the students. and yet what possibilities there are for the 
Her motivation and vision really challenged future! We praise and give thanks to Al- 
us. Then suddenly she appealed to Bishop mighty God for his many blessings and we 
Lai and to us for help, and so started a re- look to Him to guide us into the future! 


markable conversation which could mark a 
new beginning inour = 

partnership with the 
Diocese of Central 
Philippines. Ideas 
bounced back and 
forth: short-term ex- 
change of clergy is 
one idea, student 
mission trips from 
Taiwan to St. 
Stephen’s is another, 
and possibly a lec- 
turer from Taiwan 
teaching in St. An- 
drew’s Seminary is 
yet another. Watch da 

this space! Visit to St. Stephen's High School: our new partnership?! 
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Our companion diocese: Diocese of Osaka, Japan 
St. Thomas’ Visit to Taiwan Episcopal Church, April 8-12, 2010 


Rev. Andrews Haruhisa Iso 


Let the Lord’s Name be praised! 


Our group of 18 people — 14 from St. Tho- 
mas’, 1 from St. Michael’s, | from Osaka 
Grace Church and 2 from Nagoya St. 
Mathew’s — returned safe on April 12 from 
five days’ visit to Taiwan. It took us only 
two hours from Kansai to Taipei. Our tour 
was so successful that we cannot say thank 
you too much for your hospitality you 
showed to us during our stay. 


I understood we had three objectives in this 
visit: first, to have a memorial service at 
Chung-san Presbyterian Church (which 
once was the Anglican Church in Taipei); 
second, to attend the service and have some 
exchange program at St. Timothy’s Church 
in Kaohsiung; and third, to know the culture 
and the rich and beautiful natural environ- 
ment in Taiwan, as well as delicious food 
there. 


On the evening of April 8, we arrived at the 
first goal, Chung-san Presbyterian Church 
in Taipei. The church belonged to Japan’s 


Rector at Ishibashi St. Thomas’s Church, Osaka 


Anglican/Episcopal Church before WWII, 
and we have long wanted to have a memo- 
rial service for the deceased members of our 
church — Yoshiki Hayakawa and Kazuo Hi- 
daka, who had spent their adolescence at 
this church. After the war, the church was 
transferred to the Presbyterian Church. We 
arrived at the church, anxious about the 
feeling and reaction of the church members. 
But we should not have worried at all! 
Brothers and sisters of the church ardently 
welcomed us, with broad smiles on their 
faces. After the service, Mrs. Fumiko Ha- 
yakawa, daughter-in-law of Yoshiki Haya- 
kawa, talked about the days spent by her 
father-in-law, and a member of the church 
told us the story of his pre-war experience. 


We also enjoyed a warm welcome party the 
church people held for us. We thank them 
and Bishop Lai who acquainted us with the 
Chung-san Presbyterian Church. 


At St. Timothy’s Church in Kaohsiung, 
which was the second goal of our tour, we 
were warmly welcomed by our brothers and 


sisters (see photo left). We had a wonderful 
experience attending Holy Communion and 
Confirmation. The service was held in the 
Taiwanese language, which we did not un- 
derstand at all. Listening to Bishop Lai’s 
sermon, however, we all felt the presence of 
God in a deep way. We also saw young 
people actively participating in the service 
and children receiving the Holy Eucharist, 
with prayers and hymns projected on the 
screen, and we had a wonderful lunch to- 
gether. All these constituted a precious ex- 
perience. The attendance at the services 
and the companionship with the church peo- 
ple reminds me of Psalm 133:1, “How won- 
derful it is, how pleasant, for God's people 
to live together in harmony!” 


In the past, Japan inflicted great sufferings 
on the Taiwanese people through coloniza- 
tion and wars. Like the waters between Tai- 
wan and Japan, there was a wall that sepa- 
rated us. But, through exchanges and com- 
panionship, we can enjoy the blessing of 


sitting and living together. The waters be- 
tween us have become a bond, instead of 
what separates us. 


The third objective — beautiful scenery and 
delicious food — was too wonderful for 
words. Especially, the natural beauty of 
Sun Moon Lake, which Bishop Lai recom- 
mended, was beyond description. We even 
enjoyed the sightseeing from a boat on the 
lake. The tour through the National Palace 
Museum was also exciting. God blessed us 
so that we could enjoy the Taiwanese cul- 
ture. 


In conclusion, I sincerely thank God, and all 
of you, including Bishop and Mrs. Lai, peo- 
ple of Chung-san Presbyterian Church, Rev. 
Lin at St. Timothy’s, as well as Bishop On- 
ishi of Osaka Diocese, Rev. Iwaki and Rev. 
Matsudaira, who is now the chaplain at St. 
Andrews’ University, for the wonderful op- 
portunity of visiting our brothers and sisters 
of Taiwan. Thank you! 


News from the Commission on Ministry and Standing Committee 


Diocese of Taiwan 


The Commission on Ministry of the Dio- 

cese of Taiwan met on May 18, 2010, fol- 
lowed by a meeting of 
the Standing Commit- 
tee that same evening. 


As a result, the Diocese 
of Taiwan is pleased to 
announce Mr James Su 
is to be a candidate for 
ordination, and there 
are to be 2 new semi- 
narians starting in Sep- 
tember—Mrrs. Tsai 
from St. John’s Cathe- 
dral and Mr. Wu from 
Trinity Church, Kee- 
lung. Both will study at 
Fu-Ren University, 
Taipel. 


The COM and Standing Committee are also 
pleased to report that Mr. Paul Lai, son of 
Bishop and Mrs. Lai, is 
graduating from Gen- 
eral Seminary in New 
York this summer. He 
passed his General Or- 
dination Examination in 
January and is to be or- 
dained deacon on Satur- 
day June 26 in the Dio- 
cese of Long Island. 


We praise and thank 
God for this good news 
and ask for your 
prayers and support for 
our clergy and their 
families.. 


After 28 years, the Chens and the Craighills revisit Sewanee : April 2010 
By Peyton Craighill 


The night was pitch 
black and the glare 
from a restaurant sign 
distracted me. As I 
turned into the restau- 
rant driveway, the 
world inside our car 
exploded. Instead of the ° 
driveway, I had driven 
the nose of our car into 
the rock face of an in- 
visible ditch. For the 
first (and I hope the 
last) time, I heard the 
crack of air bags. Be- 
cause as I turned the 
car, our speed had 
slowed to three miles 
an hour, no one was hurt. We released our 
seatbelts and leapt out to inspect the dam- 
age. The front end was a mess. The car was 
obviously undrivable. 


The elaborate plans that Charles Chen and I 
had been working on for a year appeared to 
be doomed. My heart sunk. Here we were 
on the mountain-top campus of the Univer- 
sity of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, 
hundreds of miles from the temporary home 
of Charles and Mary Jo Chen in Texas and 
Mary and my home in Lexington, Virginia. 
The house we had rented for the weekend 
was hidden in the woods, five miles away. 
What could we do without a car? How 
would we get to our residence? What about 
our plans to visit familiar sites and, more 
important, dear friends from the two years 
we had lived and worked in Sewanee 
twenty-eight years ago? How would Mary 
and | drive home? Had all our plans for a 
joyous return to the place where in 1980-82 
I had served and Charles had studied come 
to a sad end? I was in despair. 


Then the Spirit of the Lord began to move. 
A car drove up and a head popped out of a 
window. The driver identified himself as a 


From left: Peyton and Mary Craighill, 
Charles and MaryJo Chen at the font in the 
Chapel of School of Theology, Sewanee 


lawyer (later I dis- 
covered he was an 
active member of the 
local Episcopal 
Church). He said he 
would report to the 
policeman parked in 
a patrol car up the 
road. Soon, with 
flashing lights, the 
officer appeared. He 
couldn’t have been 
nicer. After telling us 
that he had helped to 
move numerous other 
smashed-up cars out 
of that same ditch (!), 
he called a tow truck. 
After the operator pulled our car out, he 
stored it in a garage and arranged to take it 
to a body shop off the mountain the next 
day. The body shop owner knew about a 
rental car agency in his town, which I con- 
tacted. Of course I also called our insurance 
people, who arranged to make payments to 
cover expenses. Calls, calls, calls — but eve- 
rything worked out. 


But how would we get to our house in the 
woods that night? Mary remembered a pro- 
fessor at the university with whom we had 
been good friends in our previous life at the 
School of Theology. It happened that I had 
been his counselor at a church camp in 
Maryland when I was in seminary and he 
was ten years old. He not only drove us to 
our house; he also lent us an unused car for 
the weekend. The moral of this story is, 
when you meet a ten-year old in a church 
camp, be nice to him. Who knows what will 
happen when you need him fifty-seven 
years later! The man in Jesus’ parable of the 
Good Samaritan had only two helpers — the 
Samaritan and the inn keeper. We had 
seven. But the moral of the story is the 
same. 


When we pray “... Thy Kingdom come...” of Charles and Mary Jo made it abundantly 


have you ever wondered what we’re pray- clear that this is the case. I told the congre- 
ing for? What is that Kingdom? It’s obvi- gation about how the vision of the people in 
ously not a political entity like other king- the Diocese of Upper South Carolina and 
doms. It’s not just a place up in heaven or at —_ those on the United Thank Offering com- 
the Second Coming. Jesus proclaimed that mittee had made possible the building of the 
the Kingdom had already arrived. It’s not church and parish hall for St. James, 

only an awareness inside ourselves of the Taichung, the congregation Charles served. 
Holy Spirit warming our hearts. Above all, Then Charles reported how the light of that 
it’s a community - the community of people flame had been carried on by the people of 
like the Samaritan and the inn keeper who St. James as they built ten churches for 
cared for strangers in trouble. We experi- churchless congregations in the Philippines. 
enced seven Good Samaritans. One can say 

that they were just doing their jobs — and On a later visit to Sewanee to pick up our 
that’s the whole point. The Kingdom of repaired car, Mary and I had a chance to 
God is made up of people doing their jobs visit the staff at the office of the Education 
for helpless strangers on a weekend when for Ministry program. In 1980-82, EFM was 
they would rather be watching television at just beginning. Now it had 8000 students 


home. enrolled all over the world. I talked with 
—""_ one of the Officers about 
my interest in promoting 
the mission of all baptized 
people living out their 
baptismal commitments in 
all areas of their daily 
lives, Monday through 
Sunday, and how this 
movement might follow 
up the four years of EFM 
training. She seemed very 
interested. I think I'll be 


Because these strangers 
helped us that weekend, 
other wonderful things in 
service of the Kingdom 
also happened. 


Charles was particularly 
eager to see the new Dean 
of the School of Theology, 
William Stafford (standing 
on the left in this photo), to 


tell him how much his two years of study invited back to Sewanee to talk more. 
twenty-eight years earlier had meant to his 

ministry in Taiwan. Because he had ac- The Chens and the Craighills came away 
quired a Doctor of Ministry degree, he was from Sewanee, not only with nostalgia for 
qualified to teach in three Taiwanese uni- the past relieved, but with our vision for the 
versities. And the book he wrote about future renewed. And all this happened be- 
Christian faith in Taiwanese culture pro- cause seven Good Samaritans were faithful 
vided an excellent instrument for his teach- to their call! 


ing. Out of this conversation arose the pos- 
sibility of future cooperation between Se- 
wanee and Taiwan. 


On Sunday, I was able to make a presenta- 
tion at the adult forum of our former parish, 
Otey Church (see right photo) about 
Christ’s mission in Taiwan. Although al- 
most no one in the American Episcopal 
Church knows that we have a diocese on the 
other side of the world in Asia, the presence 
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The Church Pension Fund Workshop and Retreat for clergy and spouses 
May 3-6, 2010 


By Bishop Dick Chang and Mrs. Dee Chang 


Because the Diocese of Taiwan is part of The Episcopal Church, based in New York, we are 
also part of the ‘Church Pension Fund’. 


Bishop Lai and 
the clergy of 
the diocese 
with their 
spouses and 
children at- 
tended the 
Church Pension 
Fund workshop 
at the RichFor- 
est Hotel, Sun 
Moon Lake, 
from Monday, 
May 3, through 
Thursday, May 
6. This was the 
first Church 
Pension Fund 
workshop with *g- 
children in at- 
tendance, and 
the first work- 
shop in Asia. 


The primary 
focus of the workshop was to provide Lin, assisted by the Rev. Julia Lin, deacon, 
knowledge of The Church Pension Plan to and Rev. Lennon Chang, preacher. 
clergy and spouses, so that they may plan 
for the future financially. There were addi- In her two presentations, Ms. Nelida Rivera 
tional workshops for clergy on the Parochial —_ of the Church Pension Group provided de- 
Report, Anglicanism, and ministry. Clergy tailed information about The Fund and its 
spouses met separately to discuss common many benefits for clergy and their families. 
issues among spouses, communication The information was offered in power point 
among spouses, and their pension benefits. slides and written materials in Chinese and 
English. Following the presentations, clergy 
The workshop began with the Eucharist. and spouses had private consultations with 
Bishop Lai was the celebrant and preacher either Ms. Rivera or the Rev. Patricia 
at the Monday afternoon Eucharist. Wor- Coller, Vice President of the Church Pen- 
ship during the workshop included the sion Group, to review their individual pen- 
Morning Prayer Office, Noon Day Prayers, sion plan and benefits. In their private meet- 
and prayers at end of the sessions led by the ings, clergy and spouse were able to ask 
clergy attending the workshop. The closing specific questions about their pensions. The 
Eucharist was celebrated by the Rev. Philip Rev. Bruce Woodcock, Manager of Interna- 
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tional Relations for the Church Pension 
Fund who had worked with Bishop Lai to 
plan the workshop, was present for the full 
workshop. 


Mr. Peter Ng from the Episcopal Church 
Center in New York City led a workshop on 
how to complete the Parochial Report 
which is available for the first time in Chi- 
nese. He invited the clergy to offer their 
comments about the forms, so that improve- 
ments can be made. The clergy were intro- 
duced to how they could complete the Re- 
port on line at the Episcopal Church web- 
site. 


Clergy spouses had their own sessions with 
Mrs. Dee Chang, spouse of Bishop Richard 
Chang, the retired Bishop of Hawai’i. They 
had met previously with Mrs. Chang in 
2008 at the Clergy and Spouses Retreat in 
Kaohsiung. In small groups they discussed 
improving communications among spouses, 
so that they would know each other better 
and discussing issues common to spouses. 
The ministry and different roles of clergy 
spouses led to lively conversations among 
the spouses during their sessions and at 
other times. The spouses were able to ask 
Ms. Nelida Rivera and the Rev. Pat Coller 
questions that were pertinent to their unique 
circumstances in Taiwan. Their questions 
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and concerns will be conveyed to the 
Church Pension Fund. 


“Anglican Identity” and “Living Anglican- 
ism in the 21“ Century” were sessions led 
by Bishop Richard Chang. The presenta- 
tions and discussions witnessed to the wide 
diversity of understanding of Anglican 
identity, the Anglican Communion, and the 
issues before Anglicans today. Two addi- 
tional sessions provided the clergy time to 
engage in discussions on ministry opportu- 
nities and challenges they encounter in the 
exercise of their ministries. Bishop Chang’s 
presentation reflected his diverse personal 
experiences from more than 40 years of or- 
dained ministry. 


There were several opportunities for fellow- 
ship for the clergy, spouses, children, and 
workshop presenters. Meal times, an after- 
noon lake cruise, karaoke, a leisurely sched- 
ule, and an unscheduled visit to a chocolate 
store in Puli provided opportunities for in- 
formal interaction among those in atten- 
dance. Several of the participants said that 
this was the most relaxing conference that 
they had attended and welcomed the time 
for restful fellowship with the other clergy 
and spouses. The workshop location added 
to the success of the workshop and the en- 
joyment of the participants. 


The Church 
Pension Fund 
presenters 
hope to return 
to the Dio- 
cese of Tai- 
wan for an- 
other work- 
shop in two 
or three years 
to build upon 
the knowl- 
edge gained 
by the clergy 
and spouses 
at this first 
workshop. 


A GLORIOUS PAST AND A PROSPEROUS FUTURE 


Andrew C. Chang 


President of St. John’s & St. Marv Institute of Technology 1989-2002 


On the 43” Anniversary Celebration of St. 
John’s University on May 8, 2010, hun- 
dreds of alumni came back to their Alma 
mater to participate in the opening cere- 
mony of the new administration building 
and new classrooms. It went without saying 
that many of them were extremely excited 
to see the new campus because most of 
them had not come back since they gradu- 
ated thirty or forty years before. I met with 
some of them at the Chapel at lunch time 
and they shared their feelings with me. I 
sensed a little sadness in them in spite of the 
happiness they showed up front when they 
met with their teachers and old classmates. 
The sadness resulted from the fact that they 
missed the old quadrangle square, which 
included the old administration building, 


Sheng Kung Building ( #24\##) , their 
classrooms, Young Hall ( sie’) , Teh- 
Ming Building ( ##H9#2) , Kung-Chao 
Building (7S€8#2 ) , Fullerton Hall ( (84% 


kz) , and Francis Pott Hall ( KAA W?ERE) , 


where they could trace back the happy 
memories they shared as students many, 
many years ago. It is indeed very important 
for St. John’s University to keep the memo- 
ries alive, so that alumni can identify them- 
selves with their Alma mater. It was a 
slight sense of loss for the alumni to know 
that when the old buildings were torn down, 
all the historical marks were destroyed as 
well. Very soon, I am afraid, the memories 
and the school history will be erased too. In 
order to save the history from being deleted, 
I hope to write this article for the record and 
for those who are interested in the school 
history. 


I would like to start with Francis Pott Hall 
on the northwest corner of the quad. The 
Building was dedicated in honor of Dr. 
Francis Pott on April 26, 1974 by Bishop 
James Pong. Dr. Pott started his teaching 


Sheng Kung Building (center), Teh-Ming 
Building (right), Kung-Chao Building (left) 


career at St. John’s University, Shanghai, in 
1886 and served as President from 1888 to 
1941. Francis Pott Hall was mainly used as 
classrooms and labs. Some of the smaller 
rooms were used as offices and research 
facilities for the Textile Department and 
later for the Electrical Engineering Dept. 


Across from Francis Pott Hall on the other 
side of the quad was Fullerton Hall dedi- 
cated by the Alumni Association of St. 
Mary’s Girls School, Shanghai, in honor of 
Mrs. Caroline A. Fullerton, President of St. 
Mary’s Girls School from 1922 to 1936. 
The building was used as classrooms and at 
one time for offices and computer labs for 
the Department of Industrial Engineering. 


In between Francis Pott Hall and Fullerton 
Hall stood a classical traditional Chinese- 
style building, Young Hall. Other than the 
Advent Chapel, Young Hall would have 
been the other building of which students 
and alumni have vivid memories. The 
building had many outstanding architectural 
features which made it a favorite place for 
taking pictures. The building was donated 
by Dr. Kenneth B. Young’s family in mem- 


ory of Dr. Young (#5 # tH) , a medical 


doctor and a graduate of St. John’s Univer- 
sity, Shanghai. The building was used as 


classrooms, chemistry labs, electrical engi- 
neering labs and mechanical engineering 
labs, and the small auditorium on the sec- 
ond floor served as a place for students’ 
performances. In those days, many student 
activities were held in Young Hall and on 
the court yard outside. 


Teh-Ming Building on the south side of the 
quad was donated by Kan Teh-Ming ( |{7# 


HA, a graduate of St. John’s University, 

Shanghai, and a medical doctor. The class- 
room building was one time converted to a 
student dormitory where alumni could find 


some fond memories. 


Kung-Chao Building on the North side of 
the quad was dedicated in 1974 in honor of 


Dr. Yeh Kung-Chao (George Yeh #£7434), 


Former Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Board Chairman (1970-1971) of St. John’s 
& St. Mary’s Institute of Technology (the 
former name of St. John’s University, 
Taipei. The building was used as electronic 
engineering labs, in which electronic instru- 
ments were donated through the effort of 
Dr. George Yeh. 


Sheng-Kung Building, the Administration 
building, on the East side of the quad, fac- 
ing the school entrance, was a historical 
building which housed many precious 
memories. The building, named Sheng- 
Kung Building in connection with Sheng- 
Kung Hui, indicates the historical tie and 


Young Hall ( Site ) J 


founding of the school with the Taiwan 
Episcopal Church. It was a three story 
building with enough square footage to be 
used for the administrative offices, class- 
rooms, faculty offices, language labs, the 
computer center, and the school library. It 
could be said that every inch of the space 
was fully utilized for educational purposes. 


The ground floor, Y8¢9%%, was named after 


O.K. Yui (AiPS84,) , a graduate of St. 
John’s University, Shanghai, Premier of the 
Republic of China Government from 1954 
to 1958. Funds were raised in his honor for 
the construction of the building from vari- 
ous banks in Taiwan. The second floor was 


i] kL 5% in memory of William Z.L. Sung 


(vm KL) , President of St. John’s Uni- 
versity, Shanghai (1942-1945). The third 


floor was named #404 in honor of Vivian 


Wu (125£AL ) , the first President of St. 
John’s & St. Mary’s Institute of Technology 
(1967-1972). She personally donated 
enough funds for the completion of the 
building. 


With the construction of the new admini- 
stration and classroom building, the old 
quadrangle is no longer in existence. How- 
ever, the people, the names, and especially 
the emotional attachments involved in the 
early years of the school should not be for- 
gotten. It is, therefore, very important to 
keep an album of pictures, photos and per- 
sonal loving memories of the old campus 
where valuable teaching- and- learning in- 
teractions took place. I hope this article 
would serve as a modest start for many 
more stories about life-changing experi- 
ences in and through the old classrooms and 
on campus written by alumni and faculty 
members who spent some of their glorious 
youth at St. John’s. As St. John’s Univer- 
sity, Taipei, is ready to march forward to a 
full-fledged university with a prosperous 
future, all of us should keep in mind our 
roots and those dedicated people whose 
contributions and efforts made the present 
and the future possible. 


ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY, TAMSUI 
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The weather had been terrible for the few 
days before, and the weather forecast was 
heavy rain all over northern Taiwan, and yet 
when the day dawned, May 8, 2010, there 
was not a drop of rain to be seen. And so it 
continued all day! The rain kept off, so did 
the hot sun, and in the end, we had perfect 
weather conditions for the official opening 
of the new buildings at St. John’s Univer- 
sity! Praise God for his many blessings and 
the gift of fine weather. 


The day started with celebrations and 
speeches in the main auditorium of the uni- 
versity where invited guests gathered and 
the hall was packed. At 11:30 am the VIP 
guests walked over to the main entrance of 
the new building for the main opening cere- 
mony. This was done in the context of a 
service of consecration led by Bishop Lai 
with university chaplain Rev Lennon Chang 


20 


and former chaplain, Rev Charles Chen as- 
sisting. After snacks and lunch, the guests 
were able to tour the university. The dio- 
cese was honored to have Bishop Dick 
Chang and his wife, Dee, Mr. Peter Ng and 
Rev. Bruce Woodcock attend the celebra- 
tions. 


Photos: 

Top left: gathering in the new building 

Top right: Bishop Lai, Rev Lennon Chang 
and Rev Charles Chen formally open the 
new building 

Bottom left: VIPs reveal the commemora- 
tion stone: President Chen is center left, 
Mrs. Ku, chair of the trustees is center right, 
former President, Peter Yang is far right 
Bottom right: VIPs resting! From left: 
Dean Samuel Lin, Mr. Peter Ng, Chancellor 
Herbert Ma, Bishop Dick Chang 


ADVENT CHURCH, TAMSUI 


Rev Lennon Chang Yuan-Rong 5k A HK 


Advent Church is in the middle of a huge 
fundraising campaign, trying to raise 
enough money to build the new church cen- 
ter next to the church. The extra space is 
desperately needed and we remain grateful 
to all who have contributed so far. Thank 
you! 


Meanwhile outreach continues among the 
student and staff community on the campus, 
with local schools and among local people. 
It is exciting to see more and more students 
coming to the Sunday morning services, 
helping in the Sunday School and getting 
involved in the outreach of the church. A 
considerable number give up their Sunday 
afternoons to go to Lao-Mei for the village 
outreach there. This semester we are hav- 
ing a 10-week Sunday afternoon Sunday 
School at Lao-Mei culminating in a full 2- 
day summer camp July 8-9. Our own sum- 


mer camp at Advent Church will be July 6- 
iT 


This semester the church has run Wednes- 
day afternoon classes for local children, 
mostly from disadvantaged homes; as well 
as Saturday afternoon classes for children at 
junior high school, in cooperation with the 
neighboring junior high school. These are 
wonderful opportunities for outreach. 


The preparations for the summer mission 
program are also in full swing, please do 
pray for us! 


Photos: 

Top: Wednesday afternoon children's 
classes 

Bottom left: Lao-Mei outreach 

Bottom right: baptism on Easter Eve at Ad- 
vent Church 


ST. STEPHEN’S MISSION, KEELUNG 
Rey. Julia Lin Shu-Hua #kik # B® 


Thanks be to Almighty God for the way He 
has led us here at St. Stephen’s! We are 
also extremely grateful to UTO (United 
Thank Offering) who kindly donated US$ 
50,000 towards the cost of buying a perma- 
nent place for us to worship in and do all 
our outreach activities. After much search- 
ing and prayer, we have found a very suit- 
able place within the community, only a 
few minutes walk from our previous loca- 
tion. 


The place we have bought is a 2-story apart- 
ment, on the first (ground) floor and base- 
ment and it is ideal for us! The apartment 
was bought from the law court under a fore- 
closure order and was recommended to us 
by the local Chair of the community coun- 
cil. It happens also to be the only block in 
the estate which is not affected by termites! 
The roads in the estate are narrow and only 
wide enough for single lane driving. In the 
apartment directly opposite ours is a family 
temple with a row of 5 idols on an altar di- 
rectly facing our front door. We are going 
to make our front room into the chapel, and 
put a cross on the wall directly facing those 
idols. 


At the time of writing we are almost fin- 
ished with the remodeling (see photo) and 
hope to move in during the last week of 
May. We give thanks for the visit of Mr. 
Peter Ng, Rev. Bruce Woodcock and 
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Bishop Dick and Dee to see our new apart- 
ment. They were so pleased to see it, and 
we all thank God for His provision. 


Currently we have 2 girls who are coming 
along for baptism classes. We have also 
had some outings. On May 5, a large group 
of 37 of us, children and parents, came 
along on our outing to the National Ocean 
University in Keelung to see the fireflies, 
and to share the Gospel. On Mothers Day, 
over 50 people attended our morning ser- 
vice, including non-Christian families. Af- 
ter the service a large group of 70 of us 
went off to a nearby restaurant for a won- 
derful meal to celebrate Mothers Day (see 
photo above). 


We are pleased to have a young man just 
joined us to work with our children and in 
all our church activities. His name is Mr. 
Ding and we call him ‘Ding-Ding’. He was 
previously a student at St. John’s University 
where he became a Christian and took a 
large part in the summer mission program 
as well as the Advent Church outreach. Af- 
ter a year of military service, he is now be- 
ing paid by the government to work with us. 
At present he is unfortunately in hospital 
with a broken leg after a motorcycle acci- 
dent. We give thanks that he was not more 
seriously hurt. Please do pray for the safety 
of all our church members and friends! 


TRINITY CHURCH, KEELUNG 


Rev. Richard Lee Ray-Chiang # 4% 78 # Ff 


Our whole church had a most wonderful 
Easter! Over 100 people piled into coaches 
and cars and off we went to the east coast, 
to Ilan for an overnight stay. We had a 
great time fishing, riding bicycles, visiting 
the farm, with lots of activities for every- 
one. See the photo! 


Every year on Mothers Day we join with 3 
other nearby churches to have a special 
Mothers Day outreach. This is the 6th year 
that we have done this. The other churches 
are all quite small but we all join together, 
and our purpose is to share the Gospel. 
There are 3 main parts. Firstly we get to- 
gether to pray for this outreach, we pray in 
our own 
churches 
and to- 
gether ina 
large 
group. 
Then we 
run a big 
Mothers 
Day fete 
or festival. 
Everything | 
is free and 
we do not 
charge 
anyone for 


anything. This takes place in the afternoon. 


This year there were 30 different activities 
that people could participate in, including 
eats and drinks, games and handicrafts, all 
with a gospel theme. 


The mission team YWAM from Tamsui 
also came to help and sing choruses, do 
drama and share their testimonies with eve- 
ryone. The event was held down by the 
river and everyone in our church was fully 
involved. Although it was free of charge 
everyone coming along had to leave their 
home contact details. This year over 500 
people attended the event! 


The third part is that in the week following 
the outreach, we go off in teams to visit 
every one of the homes of the people who 
attended. We take them a small present and 
share the Gospel with them. This year the 
follow-up evangelism took 4 days, 2 after- 
noons and evenings. Through this, over 
100 people heard the Gospel and 16 made 
commitments. Pastor Richard was not able 
to join us for the follow-up as it coincided 
with the clergy retreat, but we are so 
pleased that our young people are becoming 
more and more mature and they really 
showed how responsible they are becoming 
through this outreach. The whole church 
responded really well! 


Over the 
last few 
months, 
God has 
really laid 
on our 
hearts His 
vision for 
us to be- 
come an 
evangelis- 
tic church, 
going out 
to preach 
the Gos- 
pel, not just in Taiwan but also overseas. 
This is our vision, and maybe next summer 
we might have the chance to go overseas on 
a short-term summer mission. This is a bur- 
den that our young people particularly 
share, and so we are spending this year in 
preparation. We are starting English 
classes, training in drama, dancing, sharing 
of testimony and singing. We are so grate- 
ful to YWAM for their help and support in 
this training. They have already come 
many times to help us and continue to en- 
courage our vision. Please do pray for us 
that we might realize this vision! 


GRACE CHURCH, TAINAN 
Rev. Sam Cheng Ching-San 38 = oF 


The Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations at Grace 
Church were full of meaning | 
for everyone. The Maundy 
Thursday Eucharist was at- 
tended by 24 people and 
foot-washing was again part 
of the service. About the 
same number attended the 
Easter Eve faith supper and | 
Easter Vigil. On Easter Day 
there were 36 people at the 
beautiful Easter service 
celebrating the joy of the 
resurrection. 


Usually about 20 children 
attend the regular Saturday morning ‘Joy 
Camp’ which is held at the same time as the 
adult aerobics class so that mothers can 
bring their children along too. Some of the 
children are from the after-school classes 
held every day, and some come for the 
classes in learning the ocarina. There is one 
10-year old boy from a single parent family 
whose mother works on Saturdays, so from 
9:00 am to 6:00 pm, Sam and his wife Julie 
take care of him and he comes to the Satur- 
day morning class too. His mother is not 


yet a Christian but the church supported her 
when she was sick and she is now coming 
along to church services. We hope and pray 
that she will want to be baptized soon, 
along with her son. 


The Mothers Day celebrations at Grace 
Church started on May 2 when a special 
morning service was held, and visitors wel- 
comed. About 12 children from the ‘Joy 
Camp’ and from the Sunday School joined 
together to sing some choruses followed by 


special hugs for their mothers. About 40 
people came to this service, including some 
of the parents who are not yet Christians. 


During this semester, Grace Church has 
welcomed the Rev. Mani Rajan from South 
India to attend the Sunday services. Mani is 
studying at Tainan Theological College for 
a year and comes from an Anglican back- 


ground. He is shown in the church photo 
on the previous page, standing to the left of 
Rev Sam Cheng. He is married with 2 chil- 
dren and at home is in charge of 4 churches. 
Three times this semester Mani is preaching 
at Grace Church with translation help pro- 
vided by Jerry Liang from St. James’ 
Church. We warmly welcome Mani to 
Grace Church! 


, 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, PING-TUNG 


Mr. James Su Guo-Chin &% 29 £4 ($id 


St. Mark’s just had our 
second children and par- 
ents activity, welcoming 
children from our Satur- 
day Joy Camp and their 
parents. We also invited 
families from our local 
elementary school. We 
had such a wonderful 
happy time together get- 
ting to know each other 
and having fun together. 
We invited one of the 
church members from St. 
Timothy’s, who is also 
the elder sister of Evan- 
gelist James’ wife Ce- 
cilia. She came to share 
with the parents about Principles of Com- 
munication between parents and children 
and how we can encourage our children in 
their daily lives. We had a lovely time of 
sharing together. 


See the photo of our children on their Joy 
Camp as we share an outing together. 


In May a group of 9 of us from St. Timo- 
thy’s and St. Mark’s went to Tainan to learn 
more about serving old people. As Taiwan 
society changes, old people are more and 
more in need, and we in the church need to 
know how to help them. Good Shepherd 
Church in Taipei has a wonderful ministry 
among seniors, but here in the south we do 
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not have that particular emphasis in our 
ministry. One of our church members in 
Grace Church, Tainan, Mr. Lin works for 
the YMCA and the YMCA has a wonderful 
ministry among seniors. He took us on a 
tour of the old people’s care services that 
the YMCA are involved in. We went to 
look at long-term care homes, short-term 
care homes, day care and health centers, all 
serving old people. We want to know how 
we can reach out more and more to them. 
In visiting Tainan, we were particularly in- 
terested in learning how to go about practi- 
cal care, and we learned much about the 
needs of elderly people. Please pray for us 
as we think and pray about the next step. 


ALL SAINTS CHURCH, KANG-SHAN 
Rev. Leo Tzeng Wen-Bin 8 X 3 # OP 


We had 4 major services over Holy 

Week and Easter and all were 
well-supported by our church 

members. On Maundy Thursday, 

April 1, we had an evening service 

at 7:30 pm with foot-washing as 

part of the service. This was fol- 

lowed by a faith supper. On Good 

Friday we had an evening service, 
followed by Stations of the Cross by power 
point, giving the church members a chance 
to sit and pray and meditate as they looked 
at the slides. On Easter Eve we had the 
Easter Vigil and this was the first time we 
have used incense. Since then we have de- 
cided to use it on the first service of every 


month and on special occasions. 


On Easter Day we were honored 
to have Bishop Lai with us to 
celebrate and preach at the Eucha- 
rist. About 35 people came to this 
service, and it was followed by 
our regular adult Sunday School. 
On May 23, we start a new course 
in our adult Sunday School, this time we 
will follow the New Life Course which cov- 
ers 26 topics, so it may well take a year to 
complete. We were also pleased to cele- 
brate Mothers Day with a meal together in a 
local restaurant on May 2; we filled 3 ta- 
bles, about 35 people. 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, HUA-LIEN 


Rey. Joseph Wu Ming-Long # 4 xé @ & 


Every month we now have a devotional ac- 
tivity, on a different theme each month, and 
led by Rev. David Chee. The themes for 
the different months are: May: ‘Knowing 
yourself’, June: “Growing in the Life of the 
Spirit’, July: ‘Obstacles to our Faith’, Au- 
gust: “Challenges in our Time’. Thank you 
Rev. David Chee for your willingness to 


lead us each month! We also thank Rev. 
Enoch Lee for coming to celebrate the 
Eucharist for us. Rev. Elizabeth Wei came 
on April 11 when one of our church fami- 
lies had their new baby baptized. Please do 
pray for us in this small congregation as we 
faithfully worship together each week. 


Left photo: 

February 27, 2010: the 
team of clergy and 
church members respon- 
sible for children’s out- 
reach in the southern 
deanery get together for 
a training camp. Rev. 
Justin Lin is far left, and 
Evangelist James Su is 
far right with Evangelist 
Simon Tsou and Semi- 
narian Joseph Ho with 
lots of church members 
in-between! 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, CHIA-YI 


Rev. Keith Lee Jen-Cheng #48 RH bf 


The brothers and sisters of St. Peter's are 
pictured here after the field worship at a lo- 
cal scenic spot on April 18 (The 3rd Sunday 
after Easter). 33 adults and 9 children par- 
ticipated in this event, the weather was so 
nice and the view made everyone of us so 
comfortable. The place where we held the 
service is near a wide creek which is an im- 
portant reservoir for people in Chiayi. 


It deserves to be mentioned that the site was 


so similar to the Gospel reading for that day. 


At Lake Tiberias, Jesus found His disciple 
Peter depressed after working so hard all 
night but with nothing gained. But Jesus 
encouraged him, and at that time, Peter's 
life was completely changed. Like Peter, we 
too may fall into difficulties, times of sad- 
ness and disappointment, but we have to 
know the truth, that Jesus is always around 
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us and he wants to touch, talk, care, encour- 
age us while we are downcast. 


The Morning Prayer that day was led by the 
Rev. Keith Lee, then the lunch fol- 
lowed, all had a wonderful time. 


You can also see Bishop John Chien on the 
far right, his wife on the far left, and Rev 
Jason Ke sitting on the center right. 


The following picture shows the wonderful 
time that the children of St. Peter’s Kinder- 
garten had on their Easter Egg Hunt! We 
are making full use of the newly opened 
park directly across the small road from the 
church and kindergarten. 


St. Peter’s Kindergarten Easter Egg Hunt, Easter 2010 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG. 


Rev. June Chou Yun-Guang /9 22 464 bp 


St. Paul’s have been very busy recently de- 
veloping our scholarship program for chil- 
dren and young people who attend our 
church. Previously this program existed for 
junior high school aged children and above, 
but this year for the first time it has been 
expanded to include children of elementary 
school age who go to our Sunday School. 


This year a total of 21 children from ele- 
mentary school up to university have re- 
ceived scholarships. The fund is from do- 
nations from church members and is admin- 
istered by the Women’s Ministry Depart- 
ment. All the children have to be attending 
Sunday School, the youth group or attend- 
ing church services. 


Children who are eligible send in their 
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school reports to show that they are study- 
ing hard at school. In previous years the 
awarding of scholarships has had a great 
effect on encouraging children to come to 
church activities as well as to study hard at 
school. 


Elementary School children receive NT$ 
500, Junior High school children receive 
NT$ 1,000, Senior High School students 
receive NT$ 1,500, and university students 
receive NT$ 2,000. 


The scholarships were awarded during a 
special service held in April. 


OUTREACH TO JIA-SHIAN, KAOHSIUNG COUNTY 


In the last issue of Friendship we shared with you about our new mission station in Jia- 
Shian, where we have just started to rent an apartment as a base for our outreach activities. 
This apartment was dedicated on January 23, 2010. This outreach involves a number of 
churches and clergy. 


ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG 


Rey. Justin Lin Jun-Ming #16 YK ER 


St. Timothy’s 
Church is really 
involved in a lot 
of different 
evangelistic ac- 
tivities in Jia- 
Shian, the out- 
reach station up 
inthe mountains © 
of Kaohsiung if a 
é # 
County. During nny" 
the winter vaca- 
tion, our young 
people went up to Jia-Shian to run a winter 
training camp with 3 evenings of Bible 
Study on the themes of Jesus and Barti- 
maeus, Jesus sending out the disciples and 
Jesus’ mission. This helped the young peo- 
ple to see how exactly Jesus helped and 
served others, how he called the disciples 
and sent them out, and how his mission and 
the mission of the church are related. Then 
the young people of St. Timothy’s returned 


to Jia-Shian 
about 2 weeks 
later for a winter 
camp with a bas- 
ketball competi- 
tion and then 
outreach among 
the young peo- 
ple in Jia-Shian, 
following 3 
themes of a) 
Knowing Jesus, 
b) Following 
Jesus, c) Please send me. During the winter 
camp we also had friends to share their tes- 
timonies and visited the homes to do evan- 
gelism. We met many old people in their 
homes who find it difficult to go out. 

Please do pray for these elderly housebound 
people in Jia-Shian and our outreach to 
them. The photo shows Jia-Shian Elemen- 
tary School and the outreach activities there. 


ST. ANDREW’S KINDERGARTEN, JIE-DING 


Mr. Simon Tsou Tsai-Shin 48 7 #7 #28 


Evangelist Simon Tsou goes to up Jia-Shian 
every Friday morning. He and his wife go 
to the Jia-Shian Elementary School for a 30 
minute class on life education with stories 
and sharing with the whole school. 


Simon also reports a wonderful Mothers 
Day activity at Jia-Shian Elementary School 
which took place on the Friday before 
Mothers Day and again involved the whole 
school. 43 adults from our churches also 


went along to help! There were handicraft 
activities and games, stories and sharing, all 
on the theme of Mothers Day. It was a 
great occasion! 


At St. Andrew's Kindergarten, we also had 
a wonderful outing recently for all the kin- 
dergarten children and parents. Over 140 
people came along! We went up to Chia-Yi 
to visit a beautiful farm. Everyone really 
enjoyed themselves! 


ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, TAIPEI 
Rev. Samuel Lin Ying-Chiou #8 K HE 


On March 
207 St 
John’s Ca- 
thedral 
hosted a very 
special 
event, a 
Thanksgiv- 
ing Service 
and Renewal 
of Wedding 
Vows for 
those who 
had been 
married for a 
significant 
number of years. A total of 10 couples took 
part, shown here in the photo. One couple 
had been married a total of 66 years! There 
were 2 couples celebrating their Golden 
Wedding, 2 couples celebrating their Silver 
Wedding, | couple celebrating 20 years, 2 
couples 15 years, 
1 couple 10 years 
and | couple 5 
years. It was a 
wonderful ser- 
vice! 


On Easter Eve we 
were delighted to 
welcome a total 
of 12 people for 
baptism, one baby 
and 11 adults. 
See photo right. 


On Easter Day we celebrated Easter lunch 
with a big banquet, buffet style in the 
church compound. 190 people attended! 


On April 18, we welcomed Bishop Lai for a 
confirmation service, 11 people were con- 


firmed and 3 were received into the church. 


On March 28, we completed our third train- 
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ing program 
of the 
BETA Pro- 
gram. This 
is for those 
who have 
completed 
the Alpha 
program 
and been 
baptized. 
19 people 
graduated, 
most are 
quite new 
Christians. 


On Easter Day in the afternoon after the big 
lunch, we held a graduation for those who 
have completed the Discipleship Training 
Course. This has taken about 6 months of 
classes and this is the first one completed by 
our church. 13 
people gradu- 
ated. 


On Saturday 
April 10, from 
5:00-8:00 pm, 
we held the wel- 
come banquet 
for the start of 
our 11th Alpha 
course. Includ- 
ing the helpers 
and all those at- 
tending the forthcoming Alpha course, there 
was a total of 139 people who came for the 
meal. Praise God for this wonderful start to 
the new Alpha course! 


Please do pray for all the outreach activities 
of our cathedral! 


GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH, TAIPEI 


ee ee 
Rey. Lily Chang Ling-Ling #& 434-4 4, English Chaplain: Rev. Diane Wong 


Since February we have had some wonder- a devout Anglican and it was wonderful to 
ful baptisms here in Good Shepherd know that God's timing is perfect! Mr. 
Church! Chen’s testimony is that he has slowly 


come to faith and now at last 
he has found that his faith in 
Christ is true and meaning- 
ful for him. 
On Easter Eve, a young lady 
in her late 20’s, Ms. Hsieh, 
was baptized. Her family 
own and run a local break- 
fast shop, and one of our 
church members has been 
witnessing to her every day 
while they were buying 
breakfast at her shop. This 
church member is also a 
kindergarten parent, and her 
story was told in the May 
2009 issue of Friendship. 
She is the mother of Yung-Ping, a little girl 
Firstly February 5, Mr. Chen, a retired pilot, in our kindergarten who decided that she 


was baptized and confirmed (see photo wanted to be Christian, and has since 
above). His wife’s family are Anglicans brought along several members of her fam- 
and she was brought up in the Anglican ily too. The breakfast shop is also not far 
Church since childhood. They have been from the Shilin Ling-Liang Tang, a very 
married for more than 30 years. After Mr. large charismatic church which is well- 
Chen retired, he found that he had more known throughout Taiwan. An Indian mis- 
time to come to church with his wife. He sionary from that church also went to buy 


has also had a spell of ill-health, and church breakfast there, and one day offered to pray 
members and Pastor Lily had repeat- 
edly challenged him to be baptized, 
but he had always refused. In Feb- 
ruary, he noticed in the church bulle- By 
tin an announcement that Bishop Lai 
would be coming on February 5 for 
a confirmation service. Suddenly he 
felt moved to be baptized and con- 
firmed on the same day. After the 
baptism and confirmation, the 
church also had a celebration for all | 
those with birthdays in February. It | 
was then that Mr. Chen’s wife sud- 
denly realized that February 5 would 
have been her father’s birthday if he / 
were still alive. Her father had been {| i aonneracon service: February 5, 2010 
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for Ms. Hsieh. Young-Ping’s mother in- 
vited Ms. Hsieh to the Christmas Eve ser- 
vice at Good Shepherd Church and Ms 
Hsieh reports that as soon as she came into 
our church, she immediately felt at home. 
Because of her work, she is busy every 
morning, 7 days a week and so cannot come 
to church on Sunday mornings. Pastor Lily 
was so busy in the following months with 
the BCP translation that she neglected con- 
tacting Ms. Hsieh but amazingly one day 
while at the diocesan office, she had a call 
from Ms. Hsieh who said she had just fin- 
ished talking with her Indian missionary 
friend in India on skype and the missionary 
had encouraged her to call Pastor Lily. 
They both felt so surprised that the timing 
was perfect and she got through to Lily im- 
mediately. Ms. Hsieh asked Pastor Lily 


how she could come to know Jesus, and 
when could she be baptized. Fortunately 
Easter Eve was fast approaching, and what 
a wonderful Easter Vigil it was with Ms. 
Hsieh’s baptism! 


In September 2008, another story was told 
in Friendship magazine of the Cheng family 
at Good Shepherd. One by one, 4 members 
of the family had been baptized, and in Sep- 
tember 2008, old Mrs. Cheng, aged 90, had 
just been baptized,. Now the eldest son of 
Mrs. Cheng, who lives in the USA, is re- 
turning to Taiwan to be baptized. He has 
had his baptism classes in the USA but 
wants to specially return to Taiwan, to his 
mother’s church, for baptism. He is now 
the 7th member of the Cheng family to be 
baptized. Praise God! 


Report from the Search Committee, Good Shepherd Church 
By Mary Reyes, Search Committee Member 


In the fall 2009, I wrote an article about our 
search for the next Priest-in-Charge of the 
English-speaking Congregation. I am 
happy to report that we have found him! 
Thanks for your prayers! 


Praise be to God for leading Rev. Herbert 
Barker to us. Rev. Barker will be taking 
over for our current priest, Rev. Diane 
Wong, when she leaves Taiwan in the fall 
2010. 


Rev. Barker is an Episcopal priest from the 
USA. He is a retired Navy Chaplain and 
has previously worked as a university in- 
structor and professional counselor. He has 
lived overseas for much of his life and feels 
“at home” among expatriates. He has led 
congregations in Tokyo, Seoul, Beijing and 
most recently, San Diego. His wife Eliza- 
beth (Han Li Hua) is originally from North- 
east China. 


The Barkers visited with us from April 23 
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to May 3™. It was exciting to meet them in- 
person after many months of long-distance 
communication. They look forward to 
moving to Taipei and becoming a part of 
Church of the Good Shepherd. We look 
forward to welcoming them. 


Rev. Herbert Barker and his wife Elizabeth 
(Han Li Hua) with son Kenneth (married, lives 
in USA) 
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Rey. Diane Wong 
English Congregation, Church of the Good Shepherd, Shilin, Taipei 


They come faithfully every Wednesday 
morning at 10 a.m. to learn and to practise 
speaking English for two hours through 
studying the Bible. We have read the Gos- 
pel of Luke, Acts, the First Letter of Paul to 
the Corinthians, and Chicken Soup for The 
Soul; and we are currently reading Tuesdays 
with Morrie. Every Wednesday morning 
we begin with prayer and we end with 
prayer, with a refreshment break in the mid- 
dle; this has been the ritual for the past three 
and a half years for the bible study group 
that I inherited when I came to Taipei in 
October 2006. 


This group of 13-15 adults is made up of 
several retired teachers, several stay-at- 
home mothers and grandmothers, a retired 
engineer, a retired spy, and a couple of peo- 
ple who help with their family businesses; 
the newest member is an English teacher at 
a local tutoring school. Some are Chris- 
tians, some are Buddhists, and some are 
non-religious. The level of English varies 
widely amongst them; from someone who 
completed her master’s degree in the United 
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States to someone who is just learning 
phonics. But this is not important; what is 
important is that they help and encourage 
one another in learning. When they notice 
someone’s progress, they affirm and vali- 
date that person’s efforts; when someone 
seems to be struggling, they encourage and 
cheer that person on, letting the person 
know how difficult it was for them when 
they first learnt the language. They help 
one another to be mindful of their common 
mistakes. Like a faith community, they 
take on the responsibility to help, encour- 
age, and prod one another to do better. 


They do not just learn English; they also 
learn to look beyond their traditions and 
culture. In the heart of Chinese culture is 
family; to them love is always about loving 
their families. From the reading materials, 
they are being exposed to the concept of 
extending love to strangers, especially those 
who are marginalized in our society. They 
are being exposed to the concept of looking 
at the blessings in their lives, and sharing 
them with others. In a culture that shies 


away from 
talking about 
death, they are 
seeing the 
peace that 
comes from 
accepting one’s , 
mortality and 
preparing for 
ones’ death. 
Reading Tues- 
days with Mor- | 
rie gives them 
the opportunity 
to share stories 
of their own 
experiences of losing their loved ones, and 
what they have learned from the process. 
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They share not only their family stories, but 
also their gifts. With 13-15 people taking 
turns to bring refreshment, one can imagine 
the different flavors one can sample. Those 
who are more ambitious, bring their home- 
made specialties. One person in particular, 
when we oo-ed and ah-ed over her home- 
made steamed buns, invited us to her home 
to show us how they were made; and on top 
of that prepared a feast for us. Another 
person has a small roof top organic vegeta- 
ble garden at her home, and she invited us 
over to sample her labor of love. 


In the past three and a half years, we have 
shared many stories, mistakes, laughter, and 
sometimes, even tears; but most of all we 
share a lot of love and respect. This is a 
community; and I realized that this commu- 
nity is also like a congregation. We do not 
use the Book of Common Prayer, but the 
weekly ritual of our get together is like lit- 
urgy; the stories we read is like scripture; 
the openness to grow and move beyond our- 
selves is like prayer; and the love and food 
we share is like communion. There is no 
consecration, but God is very much present, 
giving life to each and everyone through our 
table fellowship and study. The time we 
share together feeds not only the mind, but 
also the soul; the food that we share feed 
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not just the 
body, but also 
the spirit. 


Like a congre- 
gation, we 
also do out- 
reach. In the 
past year, we 
volunteered 
once a month 
at a residential 
home for 
youth with 
cerebral palsy. 
We massaged 
their arms and legs, and fed them lunch. 
Recently, we collected enough money to 
buy 6 cases of baby food for a small or- 
phanage that cares for babies that are HIV 
positive; or whose birth mothers are HIV 
positive. 


While the Holy Spirit expands the group’s 
concept of family and love, the Holy Spirit 
is also expanding my concept of congrega- 
tion and church. God can call a group of 
people together, outside of the church, for 
the glory of God. In fact I have encoun- 
tered, and heard people commenting that 
some non-Christians are even more Christ 
like than Christians. So instead of dividing 
people into those belonging to the Church 
and those who do not, and those belonging 
to the church converting those outside of 
the church, there could be mutual learning 
and conversion. Whether or not people are 
members of the church, we are all one; and 
I am still very much exercising my priestly 
role when I shepherd a non-church commu- 
nity. 


| am very thankful for the special grace that 
I experience every Wednesday morning. 
When we gather, I can feel strongly the 
Spirit of God lifting up everyone during 
those two hours. Despite the different be- 
lief systems amongst the group, I see each 
and everyone as my brothers and sisters 
through Christ. 


ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, TAICHUNG 


Rev. Charles Chen Chin-Ti, Rector Emeritus /@ 426,48 Ff # oR 
Rey. Philip Lin Li-Feng #- 14444 bf Mr. Philip Ho Jeng-Long 77d /E ($id 


On April 24, our Youth Fellowship had a 
outing to the valley area of Shin-She for 
Firefly Watching and mushroom-picking, 
organized by Evangelist Philip Ho. At the 
same time, our church home group also 
went on this outing plus dinner. After the 
outing, Rev. Philip Lin gathered all for a 
home group meeting at the house of Brother 
Chiu Yi-Chung. 


St. James’ Kindergarten held a Fundraising 
Fete and Bazaar on May 1* (see photos) 
The Women’s Association, Counseling 


Center and Community Center all coordi- May 2™. There were five people con- 
nated together for this activity. Each group firmed; they all had taken classes with Rev. 
set up a stall to help raise funds. Philip Lin in preparation for confirmation. 


From May 3 to May 6", the Diocese of 
Taiwan held a retreat for clergy and their 
spouses. Rev. Charles Chen and MaryJo, 
Rev. David Chee, Rev. Philip Lin and Linda 
and Evangelist Philip Ho all participated in 
this Retreat from St. James’ Church. 


St. James’ Church held a “Thanksgiving 
Tea Party for Mother’s Day” on May 5". 
Our Community Center, Kindergarten and 
Counseling Center were all involved in this 
activity. There were about 120 who at- 
tended and everyone enjoyed the warm hos- 


Bishop Lai and retired Hawaiian Bishop pitality. We believe that this kind of activ- 
Dick Chang and his wife Dee also visited ity is a very effective channel for evangeli- 
St. James Church on May Ist. They all at- cal work. 


tended the Fundraising Bazaar. The next 
day, Bishop Dick celebrated and preached 
at the English service. 


On May 1*, our brother, Chiu Yi-Chung 
enthusiastically gave an offering to host 
Bishop Dick and Dee. St. James’ Kinder- 
garten team also helped out taking care of 
three friends who came with Catherine Lee. 
They were Mr. Warren Parker, Mrs. Ruth 
Paterson, and Mrs. Sue Michell. 


Bishop Lai held a Confirmation Service on 


St. James’ English Congregation 


Greetings to everyone from the English lan- 
guage congregation at St. James’ Episcopal 
Church in Taichung. 


The first 
part of 
2010 has 
seen 
many ex- § 
citing 
things 
happen at 
St. James. 
Already, 
we have 
ushered in 
the Year 
of the Ti- 
ger, 
shared a 
wonderful 
Holy 
Week and Easter celebration, seen new peo- 
ple attending and becoming involved in the 
life of the church, and took a weekend get- 
away to a beautiful camp called Dalawan, 
north of Taichung, in Miaoli. 


The weekend getaway to Dalawan (see 
photo) was a ‘real highlight’ of the year for 
the English language congregation. Johann 
Geiger and his wife, Shirley Ke arranged 
this beautiful outing for us. We ate tradi- 
tional aboriginal meals, went on nature 
hikes, learned a traditional aboriginal dance, 
took part in Qi-Gong discipline exercises, 
worshipped together, and had great times of 
fellowship. 


The church has a new organ. It is a beauti- 
ful, 2 manual, instrument. God has blessed 
us; the organ arrived during Holy Week in 
time to be used at the Easter Vigil and 
Easter Sunday services. 


In March, we added additional Bible stud- 
ies. At present, we have English language 
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Bible studies 3 Monday evenings every 
month. Catherine Lee leads one of the stud- 
ies, and Warren Sevander leads the other 
two. 


Warren is 
from the 
United 
States and 
is one of 
the new- 
comers to 
St. James. 
He arrived 
in Taiwan 
last No- 
vember, 
began 
worship- 
ping at St. 
James in 
December, 
and as a result of God’s grace began teach- 
ing English at St. James’ Language Institute 
in January. 


Another newcomer from the United States 
is Kim. She teaches at a new buxiban (cram 
school) in Taichung. Kim is also an excel- 
lent vocal musician, and sings in a local 
professional choir. 


Johann Geiger (Hans) has been very gener- 
ous by helping develop an English language 
choir at St. James. Vocalists from both the 
Mandarin and English language congrega- 
tions participate. There has been special 
music sung by this choir at the Christmas 
Eve, Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday ser- 
vices. More special music is being re- 
hearsed to be sung during the Pentecost ser- 
vice on May 23. 


We look forward to seeing how the Lord 
leads this growing congregation. It is an 
exciting time to be part of the ministry and 
fellowship here at St. James. 


Fundraising for Africa: 


St. James’ Kindergarten Bazaar: May 1, 2010 
Mrs. Sue Michell 


“What can 

you do with The com- 
12 Taiwan bined ef- 
dollars?” forts of all 
asks the resulted in a 
teacher at the wonderful 
assembly of total that 

St James’ not only 
Kindergarten contributes 
in Taichung, to three 

and four school pro- 
hundred jects in 
small voices Tanzania, 
reply “go to East Africa, 
school in Af- but also 
rica fora there will 
week”. That ; ix ‘ —_ ~~ be enough 
was the rallying call that spurred on the for some work in the Diocese of Taiwan 


huge fundraising effort by parents, teachers and in the Philippines. 
and children at the kindergarten, which took 


place on 1** May 2010 (see photo above). We spent the next day worshipping at the 
English service in the St James Church, and 
For me as a visiting New Zealander, having had a wonderful 11 course evening meal 
been in Tanzania for the past few years and with many of the church leaders and their 
having been in touch with the projects to be families. When we arrived at the restaurant 
supported by the fundraising, it was really there were two large round tables ready for 
exciting to be able to visit the kindergarten us, and the Bishop decided that men and 
and see the enthusiasm and massive scale of | women would be divided. Unfortunately for 
organization that went into the fundraising the men we women had our table closer to 
day. There were stalls set up all over the the serving area, and each course for us was 
kindergarten complex, with food and drink ahead of the men’s! 
of all kinds, trinkets, crafts and t-shirts for 
sale. The event was opened by Bishop Lai, While in Taiwan for just a week I was fortu- 
who also blessed a new humidifying system nate enough to be hosted by Catherine Lee, 
for the kindergarten garden at the same who took us to see other schools and also 
time. Visitors on the day included Bishop other churches in the Diocese of Taiwan. At 


Dick Chang, retired Bishop of Hawaii and the Church of the Good Shepherd there was 
his wife Dee and three New Zealand CMS a night class in English for young people, 


teachers who have all been missionaries in who were singing along to Michael Jack- 
Tanzania, Warren, Ruth and myself Sue. son’s “We are the world”. 

We were all introduced to the crowd of par- At St John’s University I saw the stunning 
ents and children in the assembly area, and chapel, with a modern Jacob’s ladder de- 
then all were invited to make a donation in scending from the central ceiling stained 
an envelope by dropping it into a barrel and glass panel. 


banging on a brass gong. 
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In the seaside village of Lao-Mei, we 
met Father Toon Maes from Belgium 
who has been in Taiwan for over fifty 
years, and who kindly lends his R. C. 
Church to the Episcopal Church to pro- 
vide an outreach program. 


Everywhere we went in Taiwan we 
were hosted by such friendly welcom- 
ing people, given gifts and fed until we 
were bursting. I can’t say enough to 
express the gratitude we felt towards all 
those who made our stay memorable. 
There were the ladies from St. James’ 
who turned up at night when we'd al- 
ready gone to bed, just to say hello, and 
there was the parish priest, Rev. Philip 
Lin, who just happens to be a dab hand 
at making wonderful expresso coffee and 
came early one morning to prepare it for us. 
There was the Rector Emeritus of St James, 
Charles and his wife Mary Jo, who provided 
breakfasts and snacks and gifts and lively 
conversation, and made sure we were com- 
fortable. 


There was Rector Lily Chang who arranged 
for the young man in her parish Jimmy to 
drive us home when we were tired one night 
and the bus would have taken an hour. 


een 


Sue Michell (left) being introduced by Teacher 
Vicky (right) to the kindergarten children at St. 


James’ 


There were the St. James’ friends, kinder- 
garten teachers and church members, who 
combined to cook us a lovely supper, in- 
cluding the most delicious cauliflower 
cheese. And there were many teachers and 
church leaders along the way, who greeted 
us, wanted to know all about us, and made 
us feel very much at home. To you all I say 
thankyou thankyou thankyou. On behalf of 
the Tanzanian projects that will benefit 
from your generosity I also say again than- 
kyou thankyou thankyou. May you all be 
very much blessed! 


ST. JAMES’ KINDERGARTEN BAZAAR FUNDRAISING PROJECTS 


At the time of writing, the bazaar has raised 
over NT$ 230,000. This money will be do- 
nated to 3 causes. NT$ 100,000 is being 
given to 3 children’s projects in Tanzania, 
organized by Mrs. Sue Michell, NT$ 
100,000 is going to St. Stephen's Mission 
Station in Keelung, and the rest of the 
money is going to St. Andrew’s Seminary, 
Manila, Philippines. 


The 3 projects in Tanzania are described 
below by Mrs. Sue Michell, as follows: 


Project 1. Furaha Nursery and Day Care 
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Centre, Dodoma, Tanzania 


Furaha started in August 2008 by Mrs. 
Mariam Matebe, a former teacher in the 
Nursery class of Canon Andrea Mwaka 
School, Dodoma in the Anglican Diocese of 
Central Tanganyika. Mariam began teach- 
ing five children in a tuition/remedial class 
in her home. These children had begun 
Grade One in elementary school and really 
needed extra help with reading and mathe- 
matics. After a few days the parents of 
these children started to bring their little 
children, and a nursery class started in the 


mornings, with five small children, while 
the tuition and remedial class continued in 
the evening, with the approval of the Do- 
doma Municipal Government and in consul- 
tation with the local school. There are now 
20 kindergarten children and 10 after-school 
students (see photo above). 


The school is in the middle of a very poor 
community, with some parents struggling to 
contribute even Tsh 500/- (NT$ 12 ~ the 
amount that St. James’ Kindergarten used to 
advertise the project) per week in fees for 
the class. Dodoma has frequent droughts, 
and as most people are subsistence farmers 
this. affects them severely. Since she was 
widowed three years ago, Mariam has man- 
aged to build a house in a low income sub- 
urb, and is providing an excellent Christian 
approach to community development, using 
the skills she learnt as a teacher for many 
years in the diocesan school, and now 
reaching out to poor people, those who have 
had little education but want their children 
to learn. She uses Christian principles for 
teaching and the children are learning Bible 
knowledge, as well as having daily prayers 
and singing. The school has very few re- 
sources apart from some reading books lent 
by the primary school, which she photocop- 
ies for each of the children, and a black- 
board and some chalk. 


Project 2: Zeituni Kindergartens, 


Mvumi, Tanzania 


Mount Moria School is a small early child- 
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hood unit in the village of Mvumi, Dodoma, 
Tanzania, begun five years ago by Mrs. 
Zena Nghamango. Zena has built a class- 
room in her home compound and has a 
regular roll of children attending. Zeituni is 
a network of seven churches in the area, 
each having a small kindergarten as part of 
their ministry. In 2006, St. James’ raised 
the money to build a church / kindergarten 
in this same area. With the help of a mis- 
sionary family Zena has been organising 
and facilitating monthly seminars for the 
teachers of these classes, using her class- 
room as a base. 


Most of these teachers are non-trained vol- 
unteers, supported by their churches, who 
have contributed members for the organis- 
ing committee. Two from each church come 
to Mvumi by bus, bicycle or on foot, and 
spend the day sharing and learning. At the 
seminar | attended the topics ranged from 
making simple mathematics games to the 
signs of possible hearing loss in children. 
Zena is an experienced facilitator and the 
seminars are well organised, with notes for 
the teachers to take away and plenty of dis- 
cussion time allowed. The committee also 
meets regularly. 


With the departure of the missionary family 
the Zeituni members have lacked the funds 
to continue with the seminars, and they 
have expressed a strong desire to continue. 
This is an excellent low-cost way for them 
to support each other and gain professional 
development. This project can help their 
kindergartens to make progress and to de- 
velop their educational curriculum. 


Project 3: Mzinga Primary School Unit 
for Intellectual Impairment, Tanzania 


Ms. Martha Meck, a special needs teacher 
in Morogoro, Tanzania is a graduate from 
the Patandi Teachers College for Special 
Education. She found through her research 
that there were 48 children in the Mzinga 
area with mild, moderate or severe intellec- 
tual impairment. She advocated for educa- 


tional provision in this district, and was 
given the opportunity to set up a classroom 
for them at the local primary school. She 
has since been active in applying for equip- 
ment and resources for the room. 


Martha wishes to provide a morning meal 
for the children, as most have some distance 
to travel to reach school, and she knows that 
elsewhere providing food at school has en- 
couraged better attendance and performance 
among children with disabilities. She also is 
preparing her class for sports events within 
the Morogoro area and also she would like 
to take a group of about seven to the largest 
city in Tanzania, Dar-Es-Salaam, for the 
annual Special Olympics event held there. 


A long-term aim is to build a unit in a more 
accessible location, nearer to public trans- 
port and town; this would be a big project 
for the future! 


I was very impressed with Martha’s passion 
for equal opportunities for children with 
disabilities to access education. She has es- 
tablished a committee of parents and sup- 
porters for the unit, and has communicated 
with her local council, surrounding schools, 
the other special needs units, and various 
supporting agencies. She is dedicated to re- 
ducing negative attitudes towards those 
with intellectual challenges, by ensuring 
they learn skills to help them work and con- 
tribute to their family’s income, and life 
skills to enable them to participate in their 
community. 


Case study: Gloria (see photo right) 


By way of illustrating the situation and 
needs of children with disabilities in the 
area I have provided a small case study. Let 
me introduce Gloria, who lives with the 
physical and intellectual impairments 
caused by cerebral palsy, leaving her com- 
pletely immobile, unable to use speech, and 
very delayed in her understanding. When 
she was born her mother’s family tried to 
kill her and she had to run away with her. 


They now live in a workers’ one-room hut 
on a farm several kilometres from the vil- 
lage, and her mother gets occasional work 
in the gardens there. To do this she has to 
leave Gloria in the house and ask 
neighbours to watch her. One day she left 
food beside her bed and some dogs came 
into the house and ate it! 


Gloria is now 15 and has never been to 
school, as it is just too difficult. Her mother 
has to carry her to the bus stand and by then 
they are both exhausted and her mother’s 
hips are developing problems. A mobility 
device like a bicycle with hand-wound pro- 
pulsion has been offered to her, and Gloria 
was keen to try it in spite of having very 
little motor control or strength in her arms, 
but the paths around her village were found 
to be too rough for it to be used there. 
Being able to have some help to get to 
school and having a meal while she was 
there would have made a big difference in 
her life. She is now confined to her home, 
and even going to the hospital for physio- 
therapy twice a month is a big difficulty. 
Gloria is often ill with malaria and typhoid 
which are common in this area, and then she 
loses weight and energy. 


It is for children like Gloria ~ that Martha 
found during her research still not enrolled 
at school ~ that she wishes to develop the 
facilities in her classroom so that they can 
attend. 


Thank you St. James’ for all your help! 


Pathway to Belief 
By Winston Yu, St. John’s Cathedral 


In the May 2009 issue of Friendship, Winston Yu wrote a report on the Diocese of Taiwan’s 
Holy Land Pilgrimage led by Bishop Lai. In the final paragraph of that article, Winston 
wrote that he and his wife Marjorie were the only members of the pilgrimage who had not 
been baptized. This is true no longer! He and Marjorie were baptized on All Saints Day, 
2009 and Winston now shares his personal testimony. 


I was born in a non-Christian family. Like 
most Chinese people, my parents are reli- 
gious but they don’t belong to any particu- 
lar religion. They basically raised their fam- 
ily to practice observation of common 
moral standards and following the teaching 
of Confucius. In terms of the things that 
they can’t control and are unsure of the out- 
come, they rely and believe in the will of 
the “Old Heavenly Master” (Lao Tian Yé). 
Lao Tian Yé is not necessarily the creator of 
anything, but he is the guarding angel of all 
deeds that are carried out by us on the earth. 
Spiritually, my mother faithfully does what 
most Chinese people practice in daily life; 
they respect the gods or founders of all re- 
ligions and the statues of all historical or 
legendary figures are present in Daoist tem- 
ples. For this reason, she does not pass any 
temple without entering and praying for the 
good fortune. I remember when I was at 
school with my two brothers, whenever one 
of us was taking the national entrance ex- 
amination for junior high school, high 
school or university, she would go to her 
favorite temple more often and pray for us 
to have additional wisdom in order to per- 
form better in the examination. In the end, 
she always claimed that the outcome fitted 
well with what she had prayed for and 
thanked Lao Tian Yé. 


My parents brought the family to Taiwan in 
1949 during the Nationalist government’s 
big retreat after World War II. We first 
lived in Taoyuan, a city approximately 30 
kilometers from Taipei and then moved to 
Taipei when I was in third grade. One of the 
few memories from my time in Taoyuan 


4] 


that I can clearly recall is the church that 
was located between the Taoyuan Elemen- 
tary School I attended and the apartment in 
which we lived. We, my classmates and our 
neighborhood friends, were in that church 
quite often with its rows of pews and the 
dark interior; it made the perfect place for 
children to play war games and Hide & 
Seek. During that period in Taiwan, re- 


‘sources were limited and people were, in 


general, quite poor. Of course, toys were 
scarce and children had to play improvised 
games. For this reason we children spent 
lots of time in that church, simply making it 
our playground. That is about all the experi- 
ence I had of churches until recent times. 


Soon I had graduated from University and 


After baptism, Winston Yu and 
Marjorie Kuo with Rev. and Mrs. Sam- 
uel Lin in Saint John’s Cathedral on 
All Saint’s Day, 2010 


then I went to United States for graduate 
studies. That time was a period of upheaval; 
anti-war movements were spreading to 
every corner of the United States and dem- 
onstrations were taken place everywhere. 
Hippies were the preferred life style among 
the young. Quite differently, in graduate 
school, we young graduate students were 
intrigued by the discovery of DNA and the 
solving of DNA’s helical structure, the es- 
tablishing of quantum physics and the de- 
velopment of various techniques for study- 
ing cell biology and molecular biology. The 
molecular mechanisms of protein produc- 
tion and cellular functions were beginning 
to be revealed. The visualization and local- 
ization of genes and proteins in cells 
brought to us great confidence in science. 
In our mind, the scientific method was the 
only legitimate way to investigate the natu- 
ral world and the phenomena we were ex- 
periencing. “Seeing is believing” and “‘a 
demonstration of existence” became the 
motto of our thinking processes and the 
proverbs to live by. We firmly believed that 
the mysteries of life would be solved some 
day soon. At that time, two of my close 
friends on the same campus were Catholic. I 
can remember the heated debates that we 
had on many occasions as to whether God 
exists or not. Fortunately, our differences on 
religion did not affect our friendship. But 
being a ruthless and arrogant graduate stu- 
dent, I just could not grasp the meaning of 
“Who is this that darkens my counsel with 
words without knowledge” (Job 38:2). 
What I was insisting on and arguing about, 
after all, were just words containing no true 
knowledge. 


Now, when I look back, I can not pinpoint 
the time when I was converted from an 
atheist to a theist. I cannot identify specific 
incidences that triggered the conversion ei- 
ther. However, the change seemed so natu- 
ral that I cannot envision it being otherwise. 
Being a biomedical researcher studying and 
teaching about genes and the diseases asso- 
ciated with them, the mechanisms of cellu- 
lar functional pathways and genetic changes 


that convert normal cells into immortalized 
tumor cells, it is quite easy to present the 
image that we know all about life process. 
Reports of the cloning stem cells for tissue 
regeneration and eventual organ transplan- 
tation gives the impression that we are in 
control of life and how it develops. On the 
contrary, the more research we do, the more 
questions we raised and need to be an- 
swered. This questing cycle has made us 
realized the complexity of life. We can’t 
help but be awed at the preciousness and 
vitality of life. For what we do not know, 
we naturally turned to the Creator and 
thanked him for what he has bestowed on 
us. 


While teaching his disciples on the meaning 
of understanding, Confucius told Zhong 
You “To know what it is that you know, 
and what it is that you do not know---that is 
understanding”. I have moved on from the 
stage of assuming that I know everything 
and have matured to the stage of admitting 
that | don’t know that much really There- 
fore, I thank the Lord for his MIGHT Y_abil- 
ity to create, and also for lighting up the 
path ahead and showed me the way. 


In April 2007, Marjorie and I started to at- 
tend Sunday services at the Saint John’s 
Cathedral, Taipei. The following year, we 
enrolled in the Alpha Course offered by 
Rev. Samuel Lin, Dean of the Cathedral. 
During one of the sessions, I was asked why 
I attend church services. My answer was 
that I come to keep my wife company; an 
answer that was arrogant and suggested that 
I was compelled to do it. Now two and half 
years later, things have changed and my at- 
titude has completely reversed. I would like 
to thank Marjorie for her encouragement, 
and also her enforcement on several occa- 
sions, which have helped me to become a 
part of the Christian family. I have to admit 
that before being baptized the barrier that 
lay between me and becoming a Christian 
was whether my trust in the scientific 
method could be in harmony with my faith. 
I was afraid to compromise my logical in- 


tellectual thinking processes and be labeled 
as irrational. 


In order to balance the two views in my 
mind, I sought advice and explanations 
from the literature. C. S. Lewis’s “Mere 
Christianity” surely provided all the phi- 
losophical arguments and captured the an- 
swers to my questions about faith in gen- 
eral. However, it was only after I had read 
the book “The Language of God” by Fran- 


cis S. Collins, I began to accept the idea that — 


it was possible to be both faithful to God 
and a scientist at the same time. Dr. Collins 
was the lead scientist of the International 
Human Genome Project and was instrumen- 
tal in delineating the complete DNA se- 
quences of the human chromosomes in year 
2003. He is the current Director of the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health of United States. 
Once I started reading the book, I was to- 
tally attracted by his rationality and reason- 
ing whereby he demonstrated that faith was 
not the enemy of scientific rationality, but 
its perfect complement. I read the book over 
and over. Here, I will not list his arguments 
as a whole but rather I will quote the fol- 
lowing words from his book as a represen- 
tation. He wrote that “there is no conflict in 
being a rigorous scientist and a person who 
believes in a God who takes a personal in- 
terest in each one of us. Science’s domain is 
to explore nature. God’s domain is in the 
spiritual world, a realm not possible to ex- 
plore with the tools and language of sci- 
ence”. In the book, he used the word 


“theistic evolution” to assimilate our knowl-? 


edge of cosmology, evolution and human 
genome into religious faith. It is obvious 
that science alone is not enough to answer 
all the important questions. Albert Einstein 
also wrote, “Science without religion is 
lame, religion without science is blind”. 


Through Dr Collins’ book I came in contact 
with the American Scientific Affiliation, a 
group of several thousand scientists who are 
serious believers in God. There, again, I 
found in their discussions, proposals and 
viewpoints an approach that served as a 


pathway toward harmony between science 
and faith. After all these encounters, I be- 
came more relaxed, and with the help of 
Rev. Samuel Lin | started to read deeper 
into the meaning of each of the Bible chap- 
ters and verses. 


Saying prayers has become part of our daily 
activities ever since we join the church. I 
once asked Marjorie what her prayers are, 
and found interestingly that we both enthu- 
siastically thank the Lord for his caring and 
for what he has provided us with. Come to 
think of it, the Lord has been caring for us 
all of our life times, even before our conver- 
sion to Christianity. Moreover, he cared and 
loved not only us but also our parents and 
our children. Because of his mercy and 
love, we were able to accomplish many 
things as part of our work, to enjoy our 
happy marriage and to benefit from our 
good health. 


Now looking back, 50 years ago, I was en- 
joying playing Hide & Seek in our nearby 
church without knowing God. Fifty years 
later, | again arrive at church with God in 
my heart and I enjoy being there and attend- 
ing services, classes and all the various ac- 
tivities. Notwithstanding the long time in 
between, I am happy to proclaim that the 
Lord did not give up on me, and I found my 
faith. 


Winston and Marjorie on the Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem, 2009 
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